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Religious Education is a statutory requirement for both KS3 & 4 under the Education Act 1996, as is governed by locally agreed syllabi that may range in content from county to county.  However, RE generally aims to develop “pupils’ knowledge and understanding of religion, religious beliefs, practices, language, traditions and their influence on individuals, communities, societies and cultures.  It enables pupils to consider and respond to a range of important questions related to their own spiritual development, the development of values and attitudes and fundamental questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life” (National Curriculum p.20).  RE therefore directly relates to many aspects of the Citizenship Programme of Study.  In particular, Sections 2 and 3, as well as 1a,b,g,i.

Here are some examples of study topics with which an RE Department might combine the learning objectives of both RE and Citizenship:

RE / CE TOPICS:



R.E.
EXAMPLES:

· Conflict, conflict resolution


Just War, Holy War


· Britain as a diverse society


Other people’s beliefs

· Sexism




Gender issues in religions

· Racism




Anne Frank




· Prejudice




Marin Luther King

· Human Rights



Equality / Amnesty

· Voluntary work 



Christian Aid / Love thy…

· Environmental issues


Buddhism & Interdependence

· Animal rights




Halal food / slaughter

· Ethics





Holy Writings

· Justice




Afterlives

· Abortion




Different Christian views

· Euthanasia




Sanctity of Life

· Marriage / Families



Types, roles, rites, and views

· Parenthood




Duties and aims of

· Social / moral responsibility

Absolute / relative morality

· Media & Religion



Portrayal of Muslims in Media

These examples may be used or explored in many ways.  The Philosophy for Children methods of enquiring as a community are particularly appropriate for Section 2 & 3 of the Citizenship Programme of Study.  There are, of course, many other topics that might serve similar purposes, and will need to take the Locally Agreed Syllabus into account for each school.

