12 CE Tips for Teachers
Will Ord    (will.ord@tiscali.co.uk)

Just as there is a CE entitlement for all pupils, so too are all teachers responsible for the provision of CE.  Some shrewd planning and clear identification of CE can dramatically reduce the workload involved.  There is also great flexibility built into CE, allowing teachers to ‘get off the conveyer belt’ with justification!  Here are 10 tips to help you meet the CE provision more easily and creatively: 

1) Audit your subject syllabus / Year Group activities w.r.t. the CE Programmes of Study:  what are you doing already that may be identified as CE?  How will you make pupils / assessors / staff aware of these areas? (Manifesto, ‘ACE’, Policy Document, Wall Charts etc.)

2) Infusion: What else could you do in your subject to contribute to CE?  Infuse CE requirements into your syllabus.  (Maths & Handling Data?).  
3) ‘CE whole school policy’; make CE overt.  Classroom / corridor displays, use of media examples, reference to current affairs.

4) Web Resources:  Use websites for information, lesson ideas, sharing of good practice, and sites young people can use themselves (ICT?)

5) Assessment:  Use the flexibility of CE, especially in assessment:  self and peer-assessment, writing media articles, reviews of projects or events created by pupils.  Categorise ‘working towards’, ‘achieving’, or ‘working beyond’ expectations in end of KS statement. (for examples and guidance, see www.qca.org.uk/citizenship)
6) Skills:  Try www.sapere.net for guidance, resources and training for building the ‘enquiry and communication’ skills of your pupils (Philosophy for Children)… see Sec 2 and 3 of Progs of Study.
7) Community Resources:  Who might come in / you visit to contribute to your subject or Year Group w.r.t. CE?  Local Council members / police / MEP or MP / Voluntary Groups etc.

8) Pupil responsibility:  How could pupils be given real responsibility?  Peer education / organising fund-raising / communicating with other organisations / taking assemblies / research for the school etc.?

9) Cross-curricular planning.  Co-ordinate projects with other departments to gain support, ideas and cohesion.  Eg:  Designing wheelchair access for places in town could involve maths (budgeting), D & T (design), Art (creative skills), ICT (research), English (communicating with local council) etc.

10)   Think beyond the classroom:  CE can happen in discrete CE lessons, across the curriculum, but also in extra curricular time.  Talent Shows, ‘Blind Date’, Drama, School Visits, Duke of E etc. can be used as well!  How might pupils / teachers use these times?
11)   Check the QCA schemes of work (21 Units of lessons plans, ideas and resources) on www.standards.dfes.gov.uk . 

12)   Check your subject association website for guidance on Citizenship, or contact them for resource ideas.    
